
Conference     Thursday, March 26, 2026 • 10:00 AM to 6:00 PM
Italian Academy, Columbia University (1161 Amsterdam Ave, NYC 10027) 
To join us in the Italian Academy 
or to attend remotely on Zoom: italianacademy.columbia.edu

Building on the conference at
the Bibliotheca Hertziana
(Rome) in December 2025, this
one-day event gathers scholars
from different disciplines and
with a variety of interests to
explore the material culture of
Italian colonialism. 
We will rethink Italian
colonialism by offering a forum
for discussing the historical
significance and contemporary
legacies of colonial objects.

Alberto Salietti, “On the Desk,” 1946, oil on plywood, private collection. Courtesy Il Ponte Casa d’Aste  

Opening Remarks:
Barbara Faedda 
  Executive Director, Italian Academy, Columbia University 
Petra Terhoeven 
  German Historical Institute in Rome
Tristan Weddigen
  Bibliotheca Hertziana - Max Planck Institute for Art History
Organizers:   
Carmen Belmonte 
  Università degli Studi di Padova/ Bibliotheca Hertziana - MPI, 
  former Fellow at the Italian Academy 
Nicola Camilleri
  Maynooth University/ Università Roma Tre, former Fellow at the Italian Academy 
Bianca Gaudenzi
  Università degli Studi di Firenze/ Wolfson College, University of Cambridge 
Laura Moure Cecchini 
  Università degli Studi di Padova
Co-sponsors: 
German Historical Institute in Rome, Bibliotheca Hertziana, Ragusa Foundation

Material Histories of Italian Colonialism


